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Capt. (acting Lieut.-Col.) 0. K. Wright relinquishes the acting rank
of Lieutenant-Colonel and reverts to the acting rank of Major.
Capt. S. R. Foster, M.C., to be Deputy Assistant Director, Medical

Services and to be acting Major whilst so employed.
Capt. (acting Major) F. L. A. Greaves to be acting Lieutenant-Colonel

whilst specially employed.
Major (acting Lieut.-Col.) W. A. Burns and Major (acting Lieut.-Col.)

A. C. Turner, D.S.O., relinquish their acting rank on ceasing to
command a Field Ambulance.

Capt. (temp. Major) R. B. Carslaw to be Major.
Capt. A. Avent relinquishes his commission on account of ill-health

and is granted the honorary rank of Captain.
Major (temp. Lieut.-Ool.) A. R. Henchley relinquishes his temporary

rank on ceasing to command a casualty clearing station.
Capt. H. Middleton relinquishes his commission on account of ill-

health contracted on active service, and is granted the honorary rank of
Captain.
Capt. R. Sanderson is restored to the establishment.
Capt. ll. H. Brown relinquishes his commission on account of

111-health.
Major (temp. Lieut.-Col.) C. R. White, D.S.O., relinquishes his

temporary rank on ceasing to command a casualty clearing station.
Capt. (acting Major) H. C. C. Hackney relinquishes his acting rank

on ceasing to be specially employed.
The announcement regarding Capt. A. McLean which appeared in

the London Gazette of August 10th, 1918, is cancelled.
Capt. A. McLennan is seconded for duty with a General Hospital.
Lieuts. J. P. M. Dowdall and M. Canton to be Captains.
Capts. A. Ayre-Smith and W. Y. Martin to be Maiors.

TERRTTORIAL FORCE RESERVE.

Capt. R. W. Simpson, from Attached to Units other than Medical
Units, to be Captain. --

ROYAL AIR FORCE.
ilfedical Branch.-H. V. Wells (Fleet Surgeon, R.N.) is granted a

temporary commission as Lieutenant-Colonel.
The undermentioned are granted temporary commissions as Captains

P. L. Moore (late Captain, R.A.M.C.), P. T. J. O’Farrell, R. Hall,
M. C. Breese, I. de B. Daly.
The undermentioned are granted temporary commissions as Lieu-

tenants : J. G. Bird, J. Ferguson, S. E. Duff.
Dental Branch.-S. C. Turner and V. E. Mills are granted temporary

commissions as Lieutenants. -

OVERSEA FORCES.
South Africa.

South African Medical Corps: Lieut.-Col. (temp. Col.) A. B. Ward,
D.S.O., relinquishes the rank of temporary Colonel.

INDIAN MEDICAL SERVICE.
The King has approved the grant of the temporary rank to the

undermentioned :-To be temporary Captain : G. H. K. Macalister.
To be temporary Lieutenants : Bola Dayanand Rao, Gopalkrishna
Ramrao Padbidri, Pascal Dasouza, Jehangir Hormasji Clarke, Duriseti
Narayanarao, Inglis Folger Frost. Abdul Kadir Muhammad Mahiuddin,
Alexander Noble, Dinesh Chandra Chakrabatti.
The King has approved the relinquishment of the temporary rank of

Lieutenant by A. M. Ahmad.
The King has approved the retirement of Lieut.-Col. N. P. O’G.

Lalor, in consequence of ill-health.
Cols. C. C. Manifold and P. Hehir become Surgeons-General.
Lieut.-Col. J. G. Gordon has retired from the Service.
Surg.-Gen. Robinson has been nominated an additional Member of

the Bengal Legislative Council.
Bt. Col. R. Heard has been appointed Honorary Surgeon to the

Viceroy.
Major-Gen. W. H. B. Robinson has been appointed President of the

Governing Body of the Bengal Medical Faculty, and Lieut.-Col. C. R.
Stevens a member of the Governing Body.

Promotion of I.M.S. Officers.
The differentiation in regard to promotion to which officers of the

Indian Medical Service have been subjected during the war has given
rise to considerable comment. It is now announced that Captains of
the Indian Medical Service will, if recommended, receive accelerated
promotion to the same extent as has already been granted to Captains
in the Royal Army Medical Corps on account of the war. The extent
of such acceleration will be notified in the Gazette of India in due
course. Acting rank will be granted to an officer of the Indian Medical
Service officiating in an appointment in the field under the rules
governing the grant of such rank in the Indian Army where applicable.

Two New Indian Surgeons-General.
Owing to the block in promotion which has been experienced for

some time past it has been decided, with the approval of the Secretary
of State for India, to create, for the period of the war, two additional
appointments carrying the rank of Surgeon-General, such appointments
to be filled by officers of the Indian Medical Service in military employ-
ment. These appointments, which will be created by converting two
Indian Medical Service Colonelcies into Surgeon-Generalships, will
carry pay at the rate of Rs. 2200 per mensem, and service therein will
qualify for additional pension under Army Regulations, India, provided
that the minimum service prescribed has been rendered.

DEATHS IN THE SERVICES.
Surg.-Gen. Charles Planck, I.M.S. (ret.), on August 23rd, aged 37.

He served in the Indian Mutiny, and was at the relief of Cawnpore and
Lucknow, being attached to the 90th Foot. At Cawnpore he was Field
Surgeon. Subsequently he became Superintendent of the Agra Central
Prison, Inspector-General of Prisons in Burma, and Sanitary Com-
missioner and Superintendent-General in the North-Western Provinces
and Oudh. He retired in 1888.
Surg.-Gen. William George. Birrell, of the Army Medical Service, has

died at Lochboisdale, South Dist. He qualified M.B.. C.M. Edin. in
1880 and entered the Army as surgeon on July 30th, 1881. He served
in the Sudan Expedition of 1885, when he received the medal with
clasp and the bronze star- He also took part in the Burmese Expend 
tion of 1886-87, when he was mentioned in despatches- His last
campaign was the Nile Expedition of 1898, when he was the recipient
of the Egyptian medal. He was approaching his fifty-ninth birthday.

Correspondence.

INFANT MORTALITY AND MOTHERCRAFT.

"Audi alteram partem."

To the Editor ot THE LANCET.

Sm,-Dr. W.A. Brend, in his letter published in THE LANCET
of July 27th, refers to the increase in the industrial employ-
ment of women during the war, yet in spite of this there has
been no rise in the rate of infant mortality. ,

Certain factors have tended to prevent any great increase
in infant mortality during the past four years ; the chief of
these may be said to be the diminished birth-rate. In Derby,
and generally throughout the country, the birth-rate during
the year 1917 was the lowest recorded ; the number of births
registered in Derby in 1917 was 2332, while the number
registered in the year 1913 was 3013, a difference of 681-
that is to say, nearly one-fourth of the potential mothers
might have engaged in industrial employment without

prejudice to the rate of infant mortality. According to the
Registrar-General (Sir Bernard Mallet) there were 881,890
births registered in England and Wales in the year 1913,
whilst in 1917 the births registered fell to 668,346, a
difference of 213,544, or a decline of 24 per cent.
Among other factors which have undoubtedly tended to

reduction of infant mortality during the war, or at any rate
have tended to prevent any increase in the infant mortality
rate, have been (a) diminished alcoholism (Lord D’Abernon
in a recent lecture delivered at the Royal Institute of Public
Health stated : ’’ The statistical and other evidence available
indicates that insobriety among women both in public and
in the home has, since the first year of the war, decreased
to a level far below anything recorded in the past 50 years ") ;
(b) climatic conditions during the war have not been
favourable to the occurrence of summer diarrh&oelig;a-in fact,
our last diarrhoea year was 1911; (o) other agencies which
have helped to prevent increased infant mortality also, in
my opinion, include the increased number of welfare centres,
creches, &c., the formation of " Baby Week " Council, and
generally the greater attention paid to infant welfare
throughout the country since the war started ; I might also
include the maternity benefit obtained under the Insurance
Act.

In spite of these factors favourable to infant welfare there
has been some increase in the infant mortality rate in Derby.
The mean rate during the three years 1912 to 1914 was 89
per 1000 births, that of the three years 1915 to 1917 was
94 per 1000 births, while in the whole of England and Wales
the infant mortality rate during the year 1917 was 97 per
1000 births, as against 91 in 1916.

Dr. Ronald Carter, in his letter of the same issue, asks for
figures showing the infant mortality among those attending
welfare centres and among those not attending. I regret
that I cannot give these figures, but certain statistics with
regard to the feeding of children during the first three
months of life who have been under the direct supervision
of our health visitors in Derby are of interest as showing
the paramount importance of breast feeding. Between the

period Jan. lst, 1908, and Dec. 31st, 1916, there were 26,532 .
births registered in Derby, and of these 24,676 were under
the direct observation of the women inspectors ; the death-
rate per 1000 births of children breast-fed was 39-9, while
that of the children hand-fed was 156-2, and that of children
partly breast-fed and partly hand-fed was 149 8. The death-
rate per 1000 births from diarrhoea was 4-0 among the breast-
fed, while it was 37-5 among the hand-fed and 44’4 among
those partly breast-fed and partly hand-fed.

I think these figures are, to use Dr. Carter’s words,
’’ distinctly disconcerting to the polluted atmosphere
theorists." I am, Sir, yours faithfully,

ALBERT E. BRINDLEY.
Public Health Department, Derby, August 20th, 1918.

THE TREATMENT OF WAR NEUROSES.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,-Dr. T. Lumsden, in his letter to THE LANCET of
August 17th, refers to our paper on war hysteria, and
suggests that the methods of treatment we described should
be followed by a "a three months’ course of Country Host


